
 

 

Tips on writing a Term Paper 

Term Paper is a collection of intelligent reading from various sources. It involves 

systematic process in gathering the appropriate sources and providing a strong thesis statement. 

The first step in writing a term paper is to choose the subject that is interesting for the writer.  It 

is expected to ask one’s self what suitable topic that he can discuss in his paper. It is advisable to 

read some sources that have an interesting tone in it. One can also ask himself what things he 

wishes to learn about the subject, how accurate the information being presented in the text and 

how two or more sections in text can be interrelated in an organized way. These were the 

questions he should consider as he looks for a suitable topic. After thinking thoroughly, one 

should have finally decided to choose a topic. In this case, Vanity Fair Corporation, an 

international business company is the topic.  There should be a discussion about the specific 

areas of the company namely the business environment and business strategy. 

 After establishing the topic of the term paper, the second step is finding the sources of 

materials. This step involves a lot of reading, analyzing and organizing ideas from different 

sources. Upon searching, there was vast information about Vanity Fair Corporation. It is better to 

follow the traditional rules in finding the appropriate information. There should be limitations on 

the sources to materials; these materials should not be more than 20 years old. Finding the right 

sources may be described as difficult so one should find much easier and efficient ways. First, it 

is advised to make a list of subject-headings to separate specific information that one wants to 

discuss. In this term paper, it was focused more on finding sources about the company’s business 

environment and business strategy.  This gave a clear direction on the data collection. It is also 

convenient to create card files so sorting materials would be much easier.  

 After successfully gathered enough sources, it is time to start on making notes from 

information that one can use in his study. The writer should examine the books and articles he 

found in the internet.  In this case, the books that were most helpful in this term paper were The 

Marker Planning Guide: Creating a Plan to Successfully Market Your Business, Products or 

Services and International Directory of Company Histories.  The writer also found reliable 

information about Vanity Fair Corporation and current economic issues. He collected only those 

that support his main discussions in the paper. This is the right way to gather the necessary 

information. 

 With the information available from the sources gathered, one would have gained enough 

knowledge to start the term paper. Making an outline would make it much easier to organize the 

main ideas included in the discussions.  One should review the notes he made to look for 

subdivisions on each main idea present in the paper. In this case, the analysis of the business 

environment was divided into political and economic environment. While the analysis of 

business strategy was divided into five parts namely: overall business strategy, human resource 

management policy, and marketing mix, analysis of competition and discussion of preferred 

mode of entry of the company in foreign market. 

 After making an outline, one may start on making the first draft. On writing the 

paragraph, one should state the purpose of the study by introducing the things that was discussed 

in the paper. The topic should explore further in the body. One should carefully compose 

informative and accurate body paragraphs. And lastly, a summary should be provided. It is 

advisable to edit one’s paper. One should check for proper spelling, phrasing and sentence 

construction and proper form on footnotes, quotes, and punctuation. By doing this, one can be 

assured of making a good term paper. 
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