
 

 

Tips on Writing a Research Paper: key aspects 

  

              A good research paper is a paper that is well researched, with good citations and 

organization of thoughts. The foundation of most research paper is the thesis statement itself as it 

serves as the basis for the whole research. A thesis statement is a question that will be answered 

throughout the research; therefore, it must be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 

Realistic and Time bound). It must be specific since the paper must focus on only one problem. 

If it’s not, the research paper will be like a book with many subtopics until it will come to the 

point that the topic being discussed is out of scope. It must be measurable to enable the 

researcher to gather enough information to support the thesis statement. It must be attainable and 

realistic because a research paper deals with real life situations. Doing a research to a subject that 

does not exist is very impossible. Lastly, it must be time bound because different researches have 

different time frames. Knowing the time frame will enable the researcher to know the focus and 

the limit of the research.  

              After constructing the thesis statement, the researcher is now ready to make the 

introduction and the body. One may start by giving a brief background of the topic he/she is 

talking about, or by quoting a phrase stated by a famous person followed by a brief explanation 

of the quotation. With that, the researcher can now start building the body of the research. It will 

also be helpful to state why he/she, as a researcher, chose that topic. It may also aid if you state 

some of his/her personal experiences so that the reader may feel the motivation of the researcher 

in doing the paper. Abstract is good, but it must not be included in the body of the paper instead; 

it must be from a separate page. 

              After making the introduction, the researcher can start finding information for the 

research. This part can be applied to the part of the research where you will present and support 

the thesis statement. In gathering information, it is important that he/she will chose scholarly 

articles or resources. Information must also be up-to-date because some information, such as the 

medical ones, is constantly changing. So it is better if the information is 5 to 10 years old only. It 

may also be helpful if an interview is conducted with a person whom they think is very 

knowledgeable with the topic of your choice. When conducting some interviews, one must list 

down the questions he or she will ask to prevent waste of time on your part and the interviewee. 

A recording of the interview may also help provided that the interviewee gives his or her consent 

for recording. Internet also provides a good source of information. However, some internet sites 

are not good since they tend to advertise only a certain product. Be mindful of choosing sites 

because some of them have biases, and some of them are purely personal explanations. Citations 

from works of previous researches may also aid in developing the literature of the research. 

Checking the libraries will give the researcher a wild range of information. However, be mindful 

of choosing the information as some of them may be irrelevant for the topic. It is much better if 

one will make a draft or outline of the information he/she is going to get to save time effort when 

going to the library. Making the draft, however, organizes one's thoughts and enables him/her to 

point out parts that he/she think are lacking support and evidences. However, the most important 

part here is how are the researcher is going to cite the information they have gathered. Anybody 

does not want to have a research paper marked with an F because of plagiarism. So, look for 

some guidelines on citation. Several good guidelines can be found through internet like Purdue 

Owl. Make sure to check on those as most researchers have problem citing resources.  

              Tables and graphs can also be presented in the research paper, as these methods aid the 

reader in understanding the data better. After presenting the values, a short analysis may be 

provided to explain the content of the table or graph. Title must also be given on each table and 
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graph to provide an overview of what the presentation is all about. It must also be properly 

numbered to facilitate the organization of your thoughts on the paper. 

              Lastly, a conclusion must be made to end up the paper nicely. Conclusions include your 

insights and thoughts regarding the issue; however, your conclusion must be in line with your 

thesis statement. If not, the research paper is a failure because it does not answer the thesis 

statement, which is the summary of the whole research.  
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