
 

 

How to Write a Lab Report 

 In a successful lab report a healthy appetite for knowledge must be nurtured. Especially 

since loss of appetite for food can be an unfortunate side effect of many reports, such as one 

might find concerning rates of mold growth on different types of food. Because  lab reports 

typically involve uncommon information that can be hard to replicate, the citation of research 

sources and specific description of the lab observations and/or experiments is crucial to the 

overall value of the paper to the academic community at large. The inclusion of scientific names 

is imperative. 

 Although it should not be necessary, for the sake of simplicity the exact nature of both 

the control and the variable(s) should be listed at least once during the report. The report does not 

require aid to appear confusing. The devil is in the details. The omission of one singular detail 

can negate the positive impact of the laboratory study. In a study of growth rates of a specific 

type of mold, the exclusion of the temperature at which the experiment was conducted would be 

a grave error which could lead to inaccurate findings upon attempt to replicate. Units will be the 

very devilish details: units of time and temperature especially. 

 In lab reports, it is important to remain as impartial as possible. The predilection of 

agreement can lead a person to assume or to ignore more pertinent details, when reporting and 

not writing is the aim. Although graphs and figures can be persuasive also, for lab reports the 

simple table is most often the most effective presentation of experimental evidence. If you 

abbreviate any essential terminology of the table, be sure to describe the exact nature of what is 

being represented.  
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 After your experiment has been conducted and your evidence compiled, a very brief and 

dry conclusion should sum up the impact of the findings. This is a perfect chance to use a little 

bit of personalization and finesse- as long as you remember that the report is the boon- not the 

chance to tell your life story. 
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