
The History of Miami
This term paper on the history of Miami will demonstrate the driving force of cultural change 
has defined what Miami is today. The term paper will give a historical introduction on Miami 
City and Florida, and will focus on the more influential later waves of immigration.

Like all of the US, Miami’s history has a lot of similarities with other parts of the Country. 
Before Settlement of the Europeans and the Spanish and the others in the Colonial period, 
native Indians resided in what is now the state of Miami, for around 10,000 years, thanks to 
the climate around the peninsula and plenty of forestry and animals to hunt. As such, when 
the first Pilgrims and the Spanish settled in the area, starting from the early 1800’s, would 
have most likely and quickly come into contact with the Native Americans. Conflicts 
occurring afterwards were inevitable, and this term paper sample about the history of Miami 
addresses how far these conflicts reflect in the modern culture of Miami.

Early contact between the Spaniards and the Native Indians was scarred by conflict and 
disease, and the resistance posed when they reached out further up north was enough to 
prevent them from migrating any further. This was well before the well-known white 
colonizing of the same area at the beginning of the 19th Century. This began with the British 
Government purchasing large areas of land in Miami, with the forceful aim of ensuring wind 
land ownership for at least a given area of State. Even so, the climate of Florida has always 
been attractive, and immigration and settlement from all over the Bahamas and the Florida 
Keys aided the influx of European settlement. 

Once the populations expanded, friction with the native Seminole Indians was occurring in 
the North of Florida, but was being balanced by Seminole prosperity thanks to healthy trade 
with the British and the Spanish. Like so many other areas in the US around this period, 
equilibrium was always difficult to maintain with such a rapidly evolving landscape, and 
tribes like the Seminole would either boom or bust, in a strange turn of fate where the 
capitalism of trade would rip out the core of their ideologies. Naturally, Native groups would 
disperse, shed their loyalties for new ones either with or against the Confederacy, and this 
process of fracturing has formed much of the Seminole’s recent history. But their story is far 
from over, with over 10,000 registered Seminoles in the last major census. The way cultures 
evolve with driving factors is an interesting one to debate, because Miami has been 
influenced by so many, and is still to this day Miami shares its multiculturalism with many 
other major US cities.


