
 

 

Tips for Writing a Research Paper 

 Research papers are fast-paced in focus. Your research paper should begin 

with the general topic, the research paper question, and the thesis statement upon 

which your paper will expound. (The thesis statement should fully answer the 

research paper question.) Immediately after stating these elements, the abstract 

should be stated. The abstract is similar to a condensed outline, stating the main 

points to be covered and their overall importance- but should be more concise and 

formal than the typical introductory paragraph. The length of the abstract depends 

upon the depth of the informative scope which the paper covers. Research papers 

can employ in-text or Reference/ Works Cited page citations (depending on the use 

of APA or MLA format), but it may be just as well to include the information 

within the sentence and have done with it.  

 The body of the paper should be composed of plain, left-aligned blocs of 

text with little deviation and no fripperies other than the bold formatting of the 

main points. Ease of reference to these major points is one of the more important 

aims of a research paper. In an ideal world the audience will hang on your every 

word; in the real world, it is often a matter of not what you say but how you say it 

that matters. If you repeat lengthy names of Bureaus or theories repeatedly, then 

the audience will grow weary. After the first time that you state a lengthy name in 
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its entirety and cite your source, then both the audience and yourself may be 

relieved by the use of a substitution for repeated use of lengthy terms, such as 

FARC as a representative abbreviation for the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia.  

 As was said earlier, research papers tend to be fast-paced. There is no big to-

do about a conclusion. The paper ends. Consequently, the last point of a research 

paper should be the clincher which supports the research paper’s thesis statement 

and which neatly ties up any remaining loose ends in the possible objections to the 

thoroughness of the thesis statement’s argument.  
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