
 

 

How to Write a Case Study 

 First of all, even experts in a particular field have a wide variety of knowledge and 

experience. Because of this, it can never be assumed that the audience is familiar with a theory or 

a company. The theory or company of twenty years ago was most likely altered in some way- 

whether positive or negative- during that time.  A cursory examination of the past, present, and 

future will bring the reader up to speed with your subject.  

 Furthermore, to know one perspective is not to know the issue at hand. In plainer English, 

for every yin there is a yang. Do not neglect your duty to acknowledge the competition and face 

the differences head-on. Case studies are often quantitative. If that is the case, then statistical 

evidence should be given which supports your case study’s conclusion. Numbers that are high or 

percentages without numbers can be tricky because it is imperative that the reader has a clear 

concept of the study in its entirety but not be bored to tears. In such cases, it may become 

necessary to break up the figures into manageable chunks. For the integrity of the case study, this 

redivision should not be attempted unless it can be accurately executed and prove invaluable to 

the general examination of the case study.  

 While numeric data is impressive and lends a certain amount of credibility and polish to a 

case study, it is best to break up the monotony with the occasional chart or figure. This need not 

detract from the audience focus if well-chosen.  If there are many rows and columns involved, 

then the alternation of colors becomes a must. Whether or not you use bright colors or different 

shades of the same color is entirely your judgment call, which should be based on a careful 

examination of the topic and the tone of the paper. For example, alternating rows of bright 
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celebratory colors, such as yellow, lime green, orange, and pink, would not be advisable colors 

for a cased study involving mortality rates. Simply use your gut, common sense, and a pinch of 

finesse.  
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